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They say “ Expectations reduce joy ”, I think this is true, and so I didn’t 
expect anything good to happen to me during my 3 mo nths internship, also I 
didn’t expect anything bad, I’m not a pessimistic p erson, I just waited to see 
what destiny hides for me. 

The only thing which I was concerned about, is not finding good friends and 
to feel too lonely. 

2/7/2007 Departure Day 

I got into the plane, I was thinking of how I’ll ma nage, I was not afraid,   
was sure I will be fine and I will find my own ways , ok I might be on my own 
but I will enjoy nature, city and work. 

A blue-eyed blond fair lady –maybe in her fifties- came to sit next to me in the 
airplane, she didn’t say hello or anything, I looke d at her and smiled but she 
didn’t smile back to me, I said to myself “That is normal, she’s German and 
she won’t like to talk to non-German people”.  

The flight was about 4 hours, which is too long to stay quiet without saying a 
word. 
After 2 hours of silence, I was revising the German  words I learnt 2 weeks ago, 
and I wasn’t sure about how to ask for directions, so I gathered my courage 
and said to that lady: “Entschuldigung, ich habe ei ne Frage” 

She looked at me and said “Sorry I don’t speak Germ an” 

I was a bit surprised but instantly said “I’m sorry  I thought you are German” 

She replied “No I’m American, but I can also speak Arabic if you like because 
I lived there for 15 years” 

We kept talking together and it was funny to know t hat we share many 
friends back in Amman. 

When I think about this day, I feel a bit ashamed o f myself; I consider myself 
very open and I always fight Prejudice, but I assum ed the lady to be unkind 
and unfriendly  just because I thought she is a Ger man. 

After I had this internship I became sure that ever y nation has very good 
people and other who are not that good, we can neve r generalize and give 
pre-judgments about people just because they belong  to a group. 
During the 3 moths I spent in Germany I was so luck y to meet many kind 
people and to make good friendships which I think w ill last forever.   
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I still remember the arrival moment and my first da y in Leipzig as if it 
was yesterday; a gentleman from the organization I was supposed to work at 
was waiting for me with his son. After picking up m y luggage we stepped out 
of the airport, it was raining, that was a bit weir d for me since it was the 2 nd  of 
July, it seems that when I left Jordan I left behin d Summer 2007 for good, I 
can’t say I witnessed any real summer during my 3 m onths staying in 
Germany and when I went back to Jordan it was alrea dy autumn. 

I was dragging a suit case in one hand, and carryin g a big bag with my other 
hand, I was facing a problem managing my stuff beca use I also had a hand 
bag and a shopping bag, my colleague was walking qu ickly in front of me, 
when he looked back at me he gently asked: “Are you  fine? Do you need 
any help?” I replied “no thanks, I’m fine”.  Accord ing to my Arabic culture “no 
thanks, I’m fine” means “yes please, I’ll appreciat e your help”, actually in 
Jordan the man would not ask such a question and wo uld immediately take 
the biggest bag and help the woman with it, but for  a German guy “no 
thanks, I’m fine” means “no thanks, I’m fine”.  

As we drove the car and as we got closer to the cit y, I was happy to see the 
greenery on both sides of the road, this is an impo rtant thing I always enjoy 
when I travel since Jordan is poor in green landsca pes. Another difference 
which I immediately noticed is the organized roads and quiet traffic. 
Germans, for sure, don’t use cars’ horns as much as  Jordanians do, Germans 
use horns only when there’s a real necessity, and u sing the horn too 
frequently is considered impolite manner. In Jordan  we use horns so often, 
and for different reasons, a horn might mean that t he driver is pissed off, and 
in different situation it could mean that he is so happy because his football 
team won, it is also used in weddings, and sometime s it can be used for 
nothing 
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When I arrived to my supposed apartment, the owner was waiting for 
me inside, she previously informed me that she will  leave her apartment one 
day after I arrive and come back after 3 months tha t’s why she will leave her 
stuff in the apartment but there will be enough spa ce for my own things. 

She showed me the place, it was small comparing to apartments in Jordan; 
tiny bathroom, narrow kitchen, wide living room use d as dining room and 
working room as well, and finally a relatively spac ious bedroom. 

The lady was kind to me; she told me that I can fre ely use all cutleries, pans 
and dishes available in the kitchen. Afterwards she  offered me a  dish of 
Pasta from what she had for lunch. We sat down and talked about life in 
Jordan and in Germany. 

I was too tired to notice the house details, the on ly thing that was obvious is 
the small size of the apartment, but for one person  it’s more than enough. 

As I entered the toilet I noticed a new difference;  there was no water tube to 
clean ourselves afterwards, when I asked the lady a bout this, she explained 
that they only use toilet paper for cleaning withou t any water. 

When I wanted to change my clothes a third differen ce appeared to me, the 
window in the bedroom is as wide as the wall and th ere’s no curtain, when I 
checked the living room window it was the same. 

One thing was annoying me, the apartment was full o f nude pictures and 
photos, I already knew that for European human body  is an Art, that’s why 
Italy’s street are full of statues of women and men  wearing nothing, and 
France museums are filled with such paintings, but having a dozen of naked 
photos spread all over the place made me feel uncom fortable, so when the 
lady left the house on the next morning I turned ov er most of these pictures. 

Later when I got the chance to visit Germans at the ir houses I realized that 
German houses are small; a family of 3 can live in 90 m2 apartment without 
complaining, while in Jordan the average size of ap artments for small families 
will be around 160 m2. As for the curtains, some ap artments had no curtains, 
others had, while the majority had short transparen t curtains used for 
decoration. 
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National Forum for Youth and Culture (NFYC) is a mature outcome of 
the Jordan Youth Forum (JYF) which took place in May 2000 under the 
patronage of HM Queen Rania Abdullah. Originally pl anned as a sort of 
Youth Parliament, Jordanian Youth Forum 2000 includ ed a real representative 
sample of socially active youth (50 % male-50 % fem ale and including youth 
from NGOs from all the governorates). In preparatio n of the Forum and in 
order to include the problems of more than the 100 chosen youth activists, 
each of them had to interview at least 10 youth in their community on major 
Youth concerns in (questionnaire). From this survey  the 10 main problem areas 
were identified and dealt with in a participatory 3 -day workshop (1-3.May 
2000): Family, Participation in Public Life, Commun ication & Information 
Technology, Education, Employment, Marriage, Youth and Leisure Time, 
Gender and Social Relations, Democracy, Jordanian Y outh’s Cultural Identity.  

On 29.Feb.2004 former participants of JYC were succ essful in registering the 
National Forum for Youth and Culture (NFYC) as a vo luntary non-profit 
organization with the Ministry of Culture.  

NFYC aims at increasing youth participation in civi l society. Active male and 
female Jordanians aged 18-32 from diverse backgroun ds are encouraged to 
participate in voluntary work, collective planning,  and self-organized youth 
workshops. Thus, young Jordanians develop their cap acity to initiate and 
participate in self-help projects, and create an ef fective network of 
governmental & non-governmental organizations for t he benefit of other 
Jordanian Youth.  
 
Working in groups is usually facilitated by partici pants themselves with the 
help of a general moderator. Decision-making goes t hrough a process of 
interactive brain-storming, structured discussions,  and voting for general 
agreement. They all share a commitment to make a di fference.  
 
Creativity, dedication and hard work, alongside fri endship and caring are the 
main characteristics that can be felt and seen duri ng the meetings of this 
youth forum. Jordanian youth working in a friendly atmosphere share their 
experiences and give room for each individual’s cre ativity and input.  
 
From the beginning, young Jordanians proved that th ey are able to carry out 
a series of successful events that help solve probl ems facing youth. Through a 
youth and to youth approach each one contributes id eas, work and 
voluntary work experience and contacts. Commitment and dedication has 
led involved youth to plan and organize a series of  major youth events.  
 
Coming from different backgrounds, members of the y outh committees vary 
in their education and experience. Optimizing such diversity, by distributing 
tasks among members according to their expertise an d interests ensures 
quality events with attention to details .  
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Memories from my first working day at eurient e.V 

On the evening I arrived, the organization I was su pposed to work for 
was having its biweekly meeting, so it was a good o pportunity to meet the 
members. 

When I arrived there, the meeting was about to star t, I introduced myself and 
so the others introduced themselves to me, I was su rprised when most of them 
spoke Arabic to me, I couldn’t believe that  all of  these German people are 
interested in the Arabic language. 

As the meeting started, one of my colleagues explai ned to me what is going 
on, since the meeting was in German. It seemed that  the organization was 
working on many projects, it was apparent that memb ers are so interested in 
what they are doing, and it was clear that democrac y is the main principle 
for taking decisions there. 

When the meeting ended I was so enthusiastic to sta rt my work there and 
take part in one of the discussed projects. Next mo rning when I entered the 
office my supervisor showed me the files and folder s of the project I will be 
working on, we talked about the project vision and goals. Later he explained 
to me the organization hierarchy and work procedure s and then handed me 
my first task. 

About eurient e.V 

eurient e.V  is an association founded in Leipzig (Germany) in 2004 by young 
people, many of whom have lived in Arab and Islamic  countries, who are 
dedicated and interested in exchanging views with o thers at home and 
abroad. 

eurient e.V  aims to create a space for culture and internation al dialogue, 
provide information about topical issues in the reg ion and promote discussion 
across borders. 

eurient e.V also works on preventing the superficial media reporting  to be the 
yardstick for the Middle East. Eurienters try to fo und an academic perspective 
on Islam and the Arab world, and by bringing togeth er dedicated people 
from different parts of the world they enhance know ledge and fight 
prejudices. 



 

My role @ eurient e.V 

The first task for me at eurient e.V was translatin g several documents 
from English to Arabic, this included questioners, surveys, proposals, essays for 
media, emails and letters. The translating task bec ame more exciting when I 
started translating pages of the organization Engli sh website to build Arabic 
version in for this website.  
Another task which was related to the translation w as auditing English 
documents for several projects. These tasks made me  involved in many 
projects and after couple of weeks I was asked to a ttend meetings for several 
projects to become more involved, to give my own op inion and help some 
members with their various tasks. 

Good English and high writing and communication ski lls made me deserve 
the role of project coordinator assistant for the m ain project going on –at that 
time- called ‘Dialogue Tools’. It was an Art Projec t based on considering art a 
social and communicative process. Intercultural dia logue was initiated 
between more than 30 participants from Algeria, Den mark, Germany, 
Lebanon and Turkey who were mentored by specialized  trainers and 
facilitators.  

The project launch consisted of ten intercultural t rainings dedicated for 
different communication tools ("Dialogue Tools") wh ich were thoroughly 
presented and tested. 

The project which was mainly financed and sponsored  by the European 
Union in addition to other supporters also emerged dialogue as an example 
of a possible approach between the West and the Isl amic World, from the 
beginning by the participants using a video camera to document individual 
feedbacks, and help  the audience to understand The  Dialogue tools used in 
this experiment , and finally in the form of short sequences participants  
worked together with other traces of the meeting,  Discussion events, tours 
and special programs which were also part of the pr oject.  

Working on this project improved m communication sk ills; I had to deal with so 
many people with different backgrounds coming from different cultures. To 
succeed in this position I had to refine my organiz ing skills, chores became 
more and more and I had to maintain good memory and  to document 
everything. My daily ‘To Do list’ grew longer with days and I was enjoying 
jumping from one task to another. 

To provide good following up with all participants in their countries and our 
partner there, we established and e-group to help u s keep in touch with 
everyone and keep the daily events known to everyon e participating and 



helping in this project, and it was really a great method to keep everyone 
attached and up to date with the project’s progress . 

‘Dialogue Tools’ meetings became more frequent as t he project was about 
to start, we had to coordinate everything and make sure preparations are 
good enough to please the European Union and obtain  good media reports. 
Working with this big number of people to manage ev erything at the right 
time was quite challenging, but I managed to find a  mentor to guide me and 
help me conquer the hard times. 

When the project started it was the time for me to slow, as I was a bit stressed 
in the days before the starting, but I kept supervi sing the overall situation of 
the project, and making sure that participants are satisfied and for sure 
helping others with their tasks. 

When the project ended, I started a new phase of ha rd work; I started 
following up the project’s feedback which was an ex cited thing to do; it was 
so nice to read and discuss the participants’ feedb acks and the partner 
comments. eurient e.V. made clear for everyone that  this is a going on 
project and it shouldn’t finish by returning back h ome, and that what really 
happened. An exhibition for the project’s outcome w as open for public, and 
till this moment eurient, partners, participants an d I are still connected and we 
occasionally discuss related issues on the e-group and we might arrange a 
complimentary step for this project. 

By the time I finished working on ‘Dialogue Tools’ I only had 3 weeks remaining 
for my internship and so the wise decision was not to be dedicated to a new 
specific project because the time remaining will no t be enough for getting 
into a new project so I got several tasks in differ ent projects, mainly I ran a 
number of searches to help my colleagues in finding  best trainees, partners, 
associations and information for their projects. 

As I started the searching processes it was clear t hat eurient has a huge 
storage of useful data, but unfortunately all data was stored within Excel 
sheets. One of my colleagues suggested that since I  have a strong IT 
background it would be a great asset for the organi zation if I could build for 
them a data base to store all their data in a scien tific organized way which 
would be so helpful in their searches. 

This was a challenging role for me, after all the l ast time I built a data base 
was in the college more than 2 years ago, also the remaining time was not 
long enough. I thought a lot before accepting this task, because I wanted to 
end my internship with a good achievement, I was af raid that I might spend 
the last 3 weeks on the Data Base (DB) and leave without finishing  it, the only 
solution for this was to skip weekends, and that wh at I did. First stage of 
building the DB was hard, it took me time to analyz e the business and come 



up with the best solution. When things became clear  for me, following steps 
became easy and quick. 

When I finished the DB, I prepared a professional p resentation and eurient 
invited all members to attend the presentation, I w as so proud to present for 
them a product that will help them in their work. 

In the last two days I trained a couple of the euri ent members on how to use 
this DB in their work. 



 

Future Cooperation 

 eurient e.V and my home organization NFYC are simil ar in some 
aspects and share many goals; they are both young o rganizations working for 
the youth on voluntary basis, and since they both o rganize and participate in 
youth exchanges, some ideas have been discussed to work together on 
organizing Euro-Mediterranean youth exchange. 

This vision is still not clear and it needs time an d a lot of negotiation to come 
to life, but basically NFYC may cooperate with euri ent e.V to coordinate an 
exchange for Women Football teams coming from diffe rent European and 
Mediterranean countries. 

A Musical project for young orchestras from both Jo rdan and Germany might 
also take place in the coming year within this coop eration.  

 



'��������(�������

I guess every stranger has to experience this once.  

I went to the Train Station “Hauptbanhof” to have a  walk and check 
the shops there. 
When I wanted to go back, I didn’t want to wait for  my Street Train “Tram”, so 
I said to myself “till now everything is going so s moothly, I have to try an 
adventure” so I took the first Tram which came into  my way without checking 
its direction. 

After 4 or 5 stops I decided to come down and check  where I was, I was so 
calm thinking that it would be so easy to find out my way back, I said “after 
all I have the town map with me and a ticket for al l inner transportation so I 
can go back to my flat easily”. 

The map showed that if I walk a little bit to reach  I will reach a bus station and 
from there I can take a bus to somewhere near my pl ace where I live, so I 
walked and walked and walked… but never reached tha t staion. 

When I looked back to the map, I figured out that I  was reading it backwards! 

Anyway I saw a train station heading to JouhanasPla tz, and the park next to 
my flat is called Juhanas Park, so I thought  “I ca n take this one”. I went on the 
train, few minutes later we reached JouhannasPlatz,  I descended, but it 
didn’t look anything like the park next to my flat,  so I knew I was far away 
from where I should. 

It started to get dark, and I started to panic, but  I comforted myself saying 
that in worst case I can phone any of my office col leagues and ask them to 
pick me up, but sure this would be the last option,  I walked and walked and it 
started to rain heavily. 

It rained like if we were in the middle of winter… what a bad day to go for an 
adventure. 

After an hour of walking I recognized the bank whic h is 15 minutes away from 
my place and I was so glad, and finally I arrived h ome. 

After this wet adventure I became an expert with th e bus stations, train tracks 
and most of Leipzig, and the conclusion for this ad venture is: The best way to 
discover a city is to get lost! 
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With every new experience I receive, the more peopl e I get to know, I 
become more convinced that people are the same all around the world.  

You can never generalize a judgement for one nation ; you will always find 
good people and other bad people in each country. 

I can find a similar match from Jordan for almost e very person I knew back in 
Germany. 

 People are people and Society is Society, you can never blame the 
environment you live in for the troubles you have i n your life, because where 
ever you go you will always find difficulties and o bstacles, you will always 
meet good people who may offer you help, and other people who will just try 
to make things more difficult for you. 

Every place has its own positives and negatives, no thing is complete, and 
people are similar all over the world.. Maybe the c ulture differs, mentalities 
vary but at the end we are all humans.. we have gre ediness, selfishness, 
jealousness and we have love, charity and hope. 

From now on, whenever I feel that my life is not go ing well, I will not search for 
a better place to make my life better, no place is perfect, I will look for ways 
to enhance life circumstances within the place I’m in,  that is a real valuable 
lesson. 
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It’s not easy for someone who newly joins a group t o mix up quickly. It is 
always the same whether you are joining new company , club or moving to a 
shared apartment. 

But it’s more difficult when you are in Germany, no t because people are not 
friendly, on the contrary most of the Germans I dea lt with are kind and 
helpful, but because in a German society the first initiative must come from 
the newly joining person. 

In Arabic societies we tend to welcome strangers an d help them mixing with 
us. It’s part of our nature to offer help for new p eople even if they don’t ask 
for. In Germany it was a bit different; I had to ta ke a few initiatives to show 
people around me that I’m interested in being one o f them, I had to keep 
asking indirect questions to make them feel that I’ m still not well oriented and 
I need some help to feel more at ease with the new environment. 

Some people who don’t know a lot about Arabs and Mu slims were trying 
somehow to avoid dealing a lot with me because they  thought we are so 
different and may not be able to find mutual ground  for communication. 

But once I made it clear that I’m interested to be part of the group, most 
people were kind and welcomed me within the group. 
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Mingling in different stripes of the German society  made me explore 
different attitudes toward Arabs and Muslims. 

Germans who travelled a lot to Arabic countries and  stayed there for a while, 
know much about us, among these people you can find  some who traveled 
to these countries with open minds and hearts and t hey really tried to 
discover realities about the people there, while ot her have travelled to Arabic 
countries with close minds, talking to this last ca tegory made me feet like they 
have been searching hard to discover evidence to su pport some ideas they 
already heard about Arabs or Muslims, those people carry with them 
prejudice which is hard to change. 

Germans who have many Arabic friends and they deal with them 
continuously have the closest idea about us conside ring both negative and 
positive points. Each nation has its own faults and  no one can deny this, on 
the contrary I always talked about our negatives an d criticize myself and my 
people as much as I talked positively about us and proudly discussed our 
beloved habits, nature and culture. 

Germans who have never travelled to the middle east  nor have mixed with 
Arabs, have created most of their vision about us f rom media, those people 
may know some facts about us but they take them onl y from a media point 
of view without analyzing or filtering which is mos t of the time misleading.  

I’ve been asked several times if I’m forced to wear  “Hijab” (Veil) back in 
Jordan, they always asked it in a pity way assuming  that I dress totally 
different in Germany comparing to what I usually we ar in Jordan, I always 
replied that I wear the exact same clothes in Jorda n, but some of them 
looked at me as they don’t really believe this. 

As I was engaged while at that time, I had been   a sked a lot if this would be 
a pre-arranged marriage and if I’m forced to this, they were so surprised and 
happy for me when they knew that I met my fiancé in  my work and we fell in 
love that’s why we want to get married, of course t hey also commented that 
marrying in the age of 25 is too early, but this is  a cultural difference, for me 25 
is a good age for a lady to get married, and it’s n ormal for  ladies in Jordan to 
marry at the age of 22 or even earlier. 

A third frequently asked question was about why I r eally don’t drink Alcohol or 
eat pork, couple of times I’ve been told that no on e of my family is around so 
I can enjoy my life and try this fantastic experien ce of drinking, it was so hard 
to make them understand that I don’t drink because it’s my own choice, and 
holding on to my religious principles make me go th rough joyful experience 
every day. 



Many other questions were asked about the equality between males and 
females especially in the learning field and in the  work, and of course no one  
can deny that we still face discrimination against women in such fields and 
within some families too. 



 

Germans who didn’t deal with many Muslims before de aling with me asked a 
lot about religious topics such marriage in Islam, divorce, and heritage and so 
on. Those debates were so interesting, and I was so  pleased to talk about my 
religion and culture, I also enjoyed talking about the differences between our 
societies. Individuals who I used to discuss these topics with had become my 
closest friends. 

During the 3 months I stayed in Germany I rarely fa ced any aggressive 
reaction from Germans toward me or generally toward  Muslims or Arabs, but I 
could feel some preservations toward Turkish; some Germans confuse Turkish 
to be Arabs since they are Muslims, and in a few ca ses when I introduced 
myself as an Arab they started blaming me to some s ocial problems they are 
facing because of Turkish people, especially those who have born in 
Germany and still don’t speak German fluently, they  also complained about 
Turkish men who keep their wives at houses and forb id them to go out and 
mix with Germans, while they go out at night to Ger man nightclubs and may 
have German girlfriends. 
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Relationships in Germany differ a lot from relation ships in Jordan, and 
this is a well-known fact. In Germany it’s totally OK to have a friend from the 
other gender, which is not so weird to me but the s trange thing is that friends 
of different gender can freely share the same apart ment, this made me face 
a big problem looking for an apartment for girls on ly even within the university 
dorms, it was so hard for Germans to understand why  I can’t accept living 
with a strange man under the same roof. 

Also relationships between the same gender is quite  different, for example 
guys avoid walking in the streets hand in hand, the y also don’t kiss while 
shaking hands, because they don’t want to be accuse d of being 
homosexual, and maybe the word ‘accuse’ is not accu rate to be used here, 
since being a homosexual in Germany in not so weird  and is becoming 
accepted in the society. 

Relationships within the family also is away too di fferent than family 
relationships in Jordan, in Jordan many personal de cisions such as studying 
and working abroad, or marriage decisions should be  discussed first in the 
family and these decisions are not up to the person  like they are in Germany. 

Relation between parents and sons or daughter is mu ch more close and 
passionate in Jordan that it is in Germany, and the  idea of showing more 
respect to the elder son in Germany is quite strang e. 

Europeans look at Human body in a unique way; if yo u watch the German 
cable channels you immediately recognize that it’s ok to show any part of 
the body in commercials, which is a weird thing con sidering that even in the 
United States, there are some limitations to what p arts of the body can be 
showed naked in TV commercials or street advertisem ents. I should also 
mention that it’s popular to swim totally naked in most of the cities’ lakes, and 
it never comes to the parents that it’s not good fo r their children to be in such 
a place, because the concept of the ‘human body’ in  their culture is just not 
the same as the concept in Jordan. 

SEX… this is something different, It’s well-known t o most Arabs that sex before 
marriage is normal in Europe but it surprised me to  know that it’s allowed for a 
child of 12 years old to practice sex –under the su pervision of his parents- not 
ignoring minorities who wait till 18 or 20, many Ge rmans lose their virginity 
before they are 16 years old, most German believe t hat getting married 
without any previous sexual experience may lead to marriage failure.  

‘One night stand’ is a controversial topic for Germ ans, some are against while 
others think there’s nothing wrong with such relati ons, and it’s almost the 
same about having sex occasionally between normal f riends  
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It’s amazing how much nations differ from each othe r in the way they 
look to things, in the way they understand life, in  the way they feel towards 
human cases. 

I read once, that the average for number of childre n in Germany is 1.5 child; 
which means you can rarely find a family with more than 2 children and it’s 
normal to find families with 1 child only.  

I have a German friend who I consider one of the be st presenters for the 
German youth society because he still holds classic al German life style mixed 
with modern orientation, he always listens to Class ical German and Austrian 
musicians such as Mozart and Beethoven, he likes tr aditional German meals 
and tries to avoid fast food, he’s so punctuate and  he’s open with foreigners 
and adore discussing nations history, he combines w hat the media says he 
hear from people, he never take things for granted,  he always search and 
analyze facts 

I was once talking with this friend about the probl em of having decreasing 
average of newly born Germans, comparing to the dea th average, and the 
fear from the increased number of immigrants which may lead to a non-
German population majority. He told that he is awar e of this problem so he is 
planning to do his duty toward his society and have  2 children in the future, I 
couldn’t stop laughing when he said “2 children” as  if it’s a huge number, I 
explained to him that in Jordan, educated people wh o want to help solving 
the problem of the increasing population plan to ha ve only 2 children or even 
3. 

He said that to bring up good children you have to provide them with good 
care and a lot of support and this needs a lot of t ime and money, of course I 
agree with him, but I told him maybe if you reduce the number of dogs in the 
family you would be able to have more children, sin ce having a pet in the 
house also consumes time and money and pets need a lot of care and 
attention. 

It’s a fact that a German family might have 2 dogs and one child only, I 
always noticed that while wondering in the parks, m any explain this fact by 
saying that elderly people find it convenient to be  surrounded with good 
trained pets because their children are so busy mos t of the times so they 
don’t visit them frequently, while pets are there a ll the time. 

In Germany the kid moves out when he is 18 years ol d, in Jordan this won’t 
happen until he gets married, and in many cases one  of the sons may marry 
and stay in his parent house or live somewhere clos e, and grandchildren will 
always visit grandparents. 



It took me time to get use to seeing a lot of dogs in the streets and in cafes, 
sometimes I was shocked from the size of these dogs , but on the other side 
you don’t see in Germany cats wondering around with  no owner, jumping 
into garbage containers looking for food to survive  as you see in Jordan.  
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Before going to Germany, I’ve been told several tim es that Germans 
hate English language, most Germans speak English b ut they refuse to use it 
even with foreigners.  Same sayings are told about French. 
 
I felt a bit lost in the first 2 weeks in Germany, almost all road signs, labels and 
directions are written in German, in the supermarke ts or rail way station I felt 
like an alien, workers looked at me as if they were  disgusted when I tried to 
talk with them in English. 
 
With days I learnt how to ask simple questions in G erman and how to say that 
I need help but I don’t speak German, this indeed g ave better results and I no 
more felt as an alien and a few people tried to hel p me with the little English 
they know. 
 
Discussing this matter with some friends in my offi ce, they assured me that this 
cannot be true; they explained to me, that most wor kers in the supermarkets 
and stations are old, so they didn’t learn English in school, a their time they 
used to teach Russian, and I might misunderstand th e way they look at me, 
and most probably it was their way to show that the y can’t help me because 
they didn’t understand what I was saying. 
 
Since that discussion I tried to find younger peopl e to ask for help, not all 
youth there speak good English but most of them wou ld try to help. 
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Note : This article was written in the last few days for  me in Germany 

My bicycle is one of the main things I’ll miss back  home, if there’s a 
way to take it back with me I will certainly do. 

I’m thinking of buying one in Jordan, but the quest ion is how frequently I will 
use it there considering our traditions, culture an d most of all our broken 
roads. 

 As I’ve been to Munich in 2005 I knew in advance t hat bicycles are 
considered main mean of transportation especially f or young people, so I was 
determined to buy one as soon as I arrive. 

 I remember when I first arrived to my flat in Karl -Tauchnitz-Str. my colleague 
who picked me from the airport was trying to show m e the location of our 
association on the city-map, he said it would take me around 20 minutes 
walking or 10 minutes by bus, but it would be more convenient to go by 
bicycle if I have one.  

I happily welcomed the idea of buying a bicycle and  so the search for good 
cheap bicycle began. 

 With the help of my colleagues in eurient office, I managed to buy a good 
used bicycle within one week. 

Of course I learnt to ride the bike when I was a ki d, but I never tried ridding it 
in traffic. 

 In 2005 in Munich I went for a long trip around vi llages surrounding the city on 
a bike, but that was different because we were a gr oup of people and we 
only rode through country side not between cars. 

When I first bought the bike, I hide to ride it bac k to my flat, this was quite a 
challenge for me, I was stressed thinking all the t ime of the cars and 
pedestrians. During the following weak I took the b icycle to the park right 
beside my place & rode the bike for about an hour a  day. 

By the end of this week I started to go to work on bike, although I didn’t really 
enjoy it at that time and I was still stressed and afraid of the traffic, but it was 
something I always dreamt about so I forced myself to do it. 

By the end if the first month, cycling was a pleasa nt hobby for me, I didn’t 
only rode it to work , I rode it everywhere else an d many nights, before going 
to sleep I made one hour tour with it around the ci ty and it was a perfect way 
to explore all the nice places in Leipzig. 
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� Leipzig is a very special city, although I visited many cities and towns all 
around Germany (Düsseldorf, Köln, Bonn, Neuss, Hamb urg, Berlin, Dresden, 
Lüben, Weimer, Stulberg and Potsdam) during the 3  months I still consider 
Leipzig  my favorite because of its special style c omparing to Berlin or 
Hamburg for example. 

Leipzig is a place where you can see the entire wor ld in miniature, there are 
many reasons why I adore Leipzig and here are some:  

·  Endless park: in the west part of the city a huge p ark cross Leipzig from 
north to south. This endless park which consists of  dozens of emerged 
forests takes my breath away. It’s full of huge old  trees, wide grass field, 
lakes, rivers, water channels and many magnificent sceneries. In this 
park you can practice many kinds of sport; you can go jogging, 
cycling, you can row in the river, you can walk for  long distances or 
play football. You can also relax there and have a piece of mind, or 
read a book and listen to Music. Literary I can liv e in Leipzig park for 
weeks without getting board. 

·  Safe city: I’ve never felt any safer in other place  even in Jordan. I could 
go out for a walk alone at the middle of the night feeling relaxed and 
safe without being annoying by anyone. 

·  Calm and cozy: Leipzig is a quiet city, you hardly hear anyone 
shouting, or any loud music while walking in the st reets and cars’ horns 
are rarely heard. Leipzigers (people of Leipzig as they call themselves in 
Germany)have a slow life rhythm but at the same tim e their life is not a 
boring at all, you can find all means of leisure th ere, many pubs and 
night clubs, fancy cafés and restaurants, gyms and sport clubs, 
Karaoke shops, Billiard places… etc 

·  Distinguished city center: the city center is conta ined within a ring 
called ‘martin Luther Ring’ within this ring you ca n find anything you 
need; various kinds of restaurants, cafés, walking areas, churches, the 
town house, museums, and not to forget huge number of shops 
specially for cloths. Shopping in Leipzig city cent er has different feeling, 
you feel like you are in an open mall where all the  shops of all brands 
are so close and surrounded with restaurants and ca fes but at the 
same time you don’t feel you are looked up is a clo sed artificial 
atmosphere. 

·  City of culture: it’s enough to say that in Leipzig  the composer ‘J.S. 
Bach’ lived and worked for 27 years. Germany’s prin ce of poet ‘J.W. 
Goethe’ studied at Leipzig. The composer Robert Sch umann lived in 



Leipzig and composed The Spring Symphony and other pieces there 
‘Richard Weimer’, ‘F. M. Bartholdy’ and ‘H.G. Licht ’ also lived for a 
while in the city of Leipzig. 


